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To:
Mr Andrew Thompson


Planning Officer 

   
Development Minerals and Waste


C Floor

	APPLICATION NUMBER
	RR/678/CM


Applicant:
Mr Ian Turner

Location:
British Gypsum Limited, 


Robertsbridge Works, 


Mountfield, 


Robertsbridge, 
Development: Provision of a strategic Desulphogypsum (DSG) storage area and associated development for a period of 10 years, with subsequent restoration to locally occurring habitats and landscape features, through the importation of soils, at the former Ready Mixed Concrete site.

	Road Name or Number
	
	Consultation Date
	29 November 2011
	Use Class
	

	National Grid Reference
	571837119449
	Contact            Officer
	Chris Stanyard

01273 482285


I do not wish to restrict grant of consent subject to the observations below:
The proposal seeks to provide a storage area of Desulphogypsum (dsg) which I am led to believe will be transported to the site via rail. As I understand it, the subsequent restoration scheme could potentially also be serviced by rail but as this has not been confirmed I must base this response on the likelihood that the existing road network is the most viable option for transportation of the goods.

It is evident that the site is currently used by British Gypsum and at present it is understood that the operators have no restrictions with regard to vehicle numbers. I note from the submitted Transport Statement that the site is currently not operating to the level of use that it has reached in previous years. While I appreciate that this is the result of the economic downturn, it would seem that a precedent has already been set with regard to acceptable levels of HGV movements. It is considered that should this planning permission be granted and implemented then the levels of vehicular movements would still fall significantly short of those operating in 2006.

However, before I consider that the restoration aspect of this proposal is acceptable in highway terms I require that the applicant submits a Construction Traffic Management Plan so that this highway authority can monitor and control both the route of the vehicles and the number of vehicle movements per day. The Construction Traffic Management Plan will need to be submitted to and approved by this highway authority prior to the commencement of the restoration works and should be secured through a section 106 legal agreement.

With regard to the designated route I consider the following to be the most appropriate route:

· A21

· A2100

· Private Access Road

· Across Eatenden Lane

· Private Access Road

The A21 (trunk road) and the A2100 are considered suitable to serve the proposed development. At present, both roads carry large numbers of vehicles on a daily basis and is in accordance with the ESCC Freight Strategy Policy FS1.

Looking at the Collision Data for the past five years at the junction of the A2100 and the Private Access track, it does not appear that there is a road safety issue with regard to HGV movements.

The private access road runs west from the A2100 until it reaches Eatenden Lane, which it has to cross to continue onto the British Gypsum site. The section of highway that relates to this proposal is a stretch of approximately 25m and collision data again indicates that there does not appear to be a road safety issue with regard to HGV movements.

Taking into account the collision data for the past five years and the existing permitted use of the site I do not consider that any recommendation for refusal could be sustained in the event of any appeal.

While I do not wish to raise an objection I would wish to ensure that the route detailed above is adhered to. It is considered that Solomans Lane and the vast majority of Eatenden Lane are unsuitable to serve HGV’s and therefore measures should be put in place by the local planning authority to ensure that enforcement can be taken should the operator divert from the agreed route. 
Signed:

CStanyard


Date:  19 December 2011
For Director of  Economy Transport and Environment

On behalf of the Highway Authority

HT401
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